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Fire Safety - Fire Extinguisher 
Basics 

Participant Workbook 

Learning Objectives 

After completing this course, you will understand: 

• Demonstrate fire extinguisher basics 

• Identify types of fire extinguishers 

• Select the correct fire extinguisher 

• Use the PASS system to work a fire extinguisher 

 

The Clock is Ticking 
Match the fire statistic with how often it occurs. Draw a line between the two columns 

to match them correctly. 

Every 24 Seconds one civilian fire death will occur 

Every minute six seconds one structure fire will be reported 

Every 34 minutes one civilian fire injury will occur 

Every 2 hours 35 minutes a fire department will respond to a fire 

 

Use the Right Extinguisher 

Fires are classified by the type of material fueling the fire. Before attempting to fight 

any fire, it’s important to know what is burning. The label of a fire extinguisher 

includes a fire class rating symbol to help you select the right extinguisher. 

Referencing your course job aid, summarize the type of fuel and extinguisher used 

next to each fire class icon. 

Fire Class Fueled By Extinguisher Type 

Class A Ordinary combustibles 
(wood, paper, cloth) 

Water, dry chemical 
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Class B Flammable liquids (oil, 
gasoline) 

CO₂, dry chemical 

Class C Electrical fires CO₂, dry chemical 

Class D Combustible metals 
(magnesium, sodium) 

Specialized 
extinguishers for metals 

Class K Cooking oils and fats Wet chemical 

 

Know the PASS System 
Fill in the blanks for the PASS system. Each letter represents a step in using a fire 

extinguisher. 

P Pull the pin 

A Aim at the base of the fire 

S Squeeze the trigger 

S Sweep side to side 

 

Remember! 
When you return to work, take a moment to: 

• Learn where extinguishers in your workplace are located 

• Understand what class of fire they work with. Consider posting your job aid for 

reference 

• Remember the PASS system for using a fire extinguisher 

• Knowing these things in advance may save lives! 
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